
   

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Corner 
by Pat Evans 

Why the Rosary? 

The rosary is a prayer for 
peace.  Praying it immerses 
oneself in contemplation of the 
mysteries of Christ’s life – He 
who is our peace!  It is a genuine 
path to holiness.  When you pray 
the rosary with Mary, you will 
feel God’s presence in a powerful 
way.  The mysteries are a version 
of gospel stories that lead us step 
by step to a knowledge of Christ 
with Mary as our guide.  Mary, 
our spiritual mother, wants to be 
with all her children – especially 
those in harm’s way.  The rosary 
is her favorite prayer! 

Chaplains of all 
denominations request these 
free combat rosaries as aids to 
prayer.  They often request, 
“Send as many as possible.”  With 
the acute shortage of Catholic 
chaplains to provide the 
sacraments, this tangible prayer 
is an important reminder of their 
Catholic faith.   The rosary has 
been called a “mighty weapon.”  
Soldiers say, “If you have a 
rosary, you have God in your 
pocket.”  The men and women 
serving in the Armed Forces face 
many dangers every day, but  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
they receive God’s love and 
comfort by fingering the beads in 
prayer.   

The rosary is making a 
difference!  Ranger Rosaries are 
being sent around the world to 
wherever our troops are 
stationed.  Chaplains tell us that 
the rosary is prayed by service 
men and women in small groups 
in the evenings and before Mass, 
especially in war zones.   

Chaplain requests come in for 
rosaries and religious supplies.  
Those at larger bases hand out a 
1,000 or more each month.  The 
generous support of our donors 
and the steadfastness of our  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
volunteer rosary makers have 
allowed us to make and send 
almost 800,000 free Ranger 
rosaries to the military.  Please 
keep the volunteers in your 
prayers that they may continue 
this most important ministry!   

And, most importantly, pray a 
daily rosary for our brave men 
and women who have left 
everything – home, families, jobs 
-- to serve our country.  

God bless you,   
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Fr. Muhm, Catholic Chaplain, USNA, and RR volunteers, USNA 

Baccalaureate Mass, 2011. See pg 2- USNA Baccalaureate Mass. 

 pg 2 for story. 

 



 
 

 

USNA BACCALAUREATE 
MASS see picture pg 1 

Volunteers from St. Mary’s Church, 
Annapolis, and Church of the 
Resurrection, Ellicott City, MD, 
attended the 2011 Baccalaureate 
Mass at the US Naval Academy.  
After mass, the volunteers handed 
out over 300 rosaries to the newly 
commissioned ensigns.  Also, the 
volunteers delivered over 1,000 
rosaries to be distributed to the 
incoming class of 2015.  The 
volunteers from both parishes have 
handed out rosaries at the 
graduation mass for several years.   

The volunteers reported feeling 
great emotion seeing the faces of 
the former midshipmen and their 
parents as they handed out rosaries 
after mass.  Said one St. Mary’s 
volunteer , “Inspiring! Over-
whelming!  We experienced the 
heartfelt thanks from each of the 
graduates as we distributed rosaries 
and prayer cards.”  Another said, 
“This was my first time [handing out 
rosaries], and I did not expect the 
honor that was shown us during the 
mass.  It was an awesome lifetime 
experience.”  There was also the 
feeling the parents are comforted by 
the knowledge that the rosaries 
their graduates received may offer 
solace, peace, and comfort from Our 
Lady when no one else is there.  The 
highlight of the service came when 
the group processed to mid-church 
where Father Muhm, who has 
served in Iraq, blessed the rosaries.”  

 
I sought the Lord and He answered 
me, and delivered me from all my 

fears. 
–Psalm 34:4 

 

 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Faith is the daring of the soul to 

go further than it can see. 

 

The Leatherneck’s Prayer 

Lord God, I choose to serve you.  To 

fight the good fight, to shoulder my 

share, to refuse the easy way out, 

from dawn to setting sun.  Dear Lord 

teach me to accept and carry my 

cross in every clime and place.   

During hardship grant me the grace 

to persevere; to continue to march 

toward You never losing my nerve.  

Even if I stumble, hope remains in 

You, O Lord.  My hope is that the 

streets of heaven are guarded by 

U.S. Marines!  Amen 

 
 

Spotlight on a 
Volunteer 

We salute Al 
Seligman, long-
time rosary maker 
and floor manager 
at St. Mary’s 
Church, Annapolis, 
MD.  Seven years 

ago, Al drove his wife Dorothy to 
the weekly gatherings, and he 
“liked it and wanted to stay.”   
A combat Korean War veteran, Al 
has made over 15,000 rosaries in 
memory of his fellow Marines left 
behind in Korea.  Besides cutting 
all the parachute cord (over 20   
 

 
 

Prayer for the Marines 

Eternal Father, grant, we pray 
To all Marines both night and day 
The courage, honor, strength, and 

skill 
Their land to serve, Thy law fulfill. 
Be Thou the shield forevermore 

From every peril to the Corps 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

miles each year!), Al repairs all 
the defective rosaries while he’s 
in Florida each winter.  Al is the 
acknowledged master of rosary 
making – he can make one in six 
minutes.  He instructs most new 
volunteers at St. Mary’s.   

Al grew up on Solomons Island, 
Maryland, and learned how to do 
almost everything for himself.  Al 
worked on crab boats every 
morning and tonged oysters all 
winter.  He is a great baker, 
musician, gardener, 
cabinetmaker, and avid golfer.  
He and Dottie split their time 
between MD and Florida. 
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Updates to 

Ranger Rosary Network 

Welcome, St. TImothy’s Rosary 
Guild, Walkersville, MD -- our 
newest Network member. 

Here are a few of the groups making 
Ranger Rosaries: 

 St. Ignatius Loyola, New York, NY 

 Sacred Heart Rosary Makers, 
Atwood, KS 

 Our Lady of Lourdes, Seaford, DE 

 Mission Helpers of Sacred Heart 
and Sisters of Mercy, The Villa, 
Baltimore, MD 

 Marion, OH cluster of churches 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Foxhole: 

A Soldier’s Plea 

There is overwhelming silence 
between volleys of fire 
and bombardments. 
With my comrades 
in this foxhole in the desert 
I feel all alone, 
fearful and forlorn. 
 

I wait for light in this darkness, 
for Love that makes wars cease. 
I reach for my beads in stillness -- 
Cling to the Mother of the Rosary, 
and beg her pray for me. 
 

© - Herminia T. Littleton, 2011 
Member, Ranger Rosary Inc. 

St. Mary’s Parish, Annapolis, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Chaplains Are 

Saying . . .  

 
 “ I  would  l ike  to  f ind out  
how my unit  can receive  
some rosaries .   We got  some 
rosaries from a fellow chaplain 
and they went like hotcakes! “ 

-- SGT MacConaghy, FOB, 
Bagram Afghanistan 

 
“On behalf of the Catholic crew 
of the USS Iwo Jima I say “Thank 
you.” 

-- Fr.Chris Fronk, SJ, US Navy 
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As I call out for help I thank you for allowing God to speak through you today to bring a little calm to the 
storms that my soldiers and I are facing.  Your generosity and prayers truly helps to give us the spiritual 
resiliency to keep on.”                  -- Unknown origin 
 

“Soldiers of other denominations love having the rosaries too and are praying the prayers.  The demand is 
so high we have soldiers sharing them.  It truly changes lives. I could easily give out 500 per week.” 

-- MAJ (Rabbi) Carlos Huerta, Chaplain, Fort Benning, GA 
 

“The Ranger Rosary is very, very popular among our young soldiers because they look and feel so Army-
like, especially since they are made from the parachute cord and are in colors similar to the Army 
uniform.  I know firsthand how much the Ranger Rosary is loved by the American soldier.  Once they get 
it in their hands, it is a powerful reminder of their Catholic faith and the love that Our Lord and His 
Blessed Mother have for each of us no matter where harm’s way may take us.  I will no doubt be leaving 
very shortly to the forward-deployed area and I would love to be able to pass out this beautiful gift to our 
Catholic future.       -- CPT Christian T. Connelly, Chaplain 
 
“This is to let you know how grateful I am for the rosaries and prayer cards.  With 3,000 recruits now at 
Parris Island, the rosaries won’t last long.” – Chaplain McCord, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island 

God bless America and the members of our Armed Forces 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you help Ranger Rosary? 

Yes you can!  You can help us with your prayers, your time and talent making rosaries, and 

with your financial support.  We are an all-volunteer IRS-approved 501(c)(3) charity; all our 

support comes from individuals’ donations and faithful volunteers who make Ranger Rosaries.  

Contact us to request a starter kit, become a prayer partner, or send a tax-deductible donation. 

Ranger Rosary Inc. 
P.O. Box 6581, Annapolis, MD  21401 

rangerrosaryinc@verizon.net 
410-990-4100, ext. 4714 

Visit our web site:  www.rangerrosary.org 
 

Know a chaplain or military unit that needs rosaries?  Contact 
juliehwalton@comcast.net  

Join us in working and praying for an increase in devotion to the Lady of the Rosary! 

 
 

WHAT CHAPLAINS ARE SAYING . . .  

The rosaries are a great way for our soldiers to pray and hopefully re-ignite a passion for those who may have lost their 
way. It is a comfort and a reminder of God’s continued presence.”                                                                     --Chaplain, Iraq 

“We have a program of family members praying with the mission rosaries in solidarity with our deployed troops who use 
your Ranger Rosaries.  Although separated by thousands of miles they stay connected with each other through the 
rosary.”                                                                                                                                                                  --Chaplain Afghanistan 
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