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President’s Corner
by Pat Evans
I write with wishes of
God’s love and Our Lady’s
comfort for you. As we near
the end of Pope Francis’ Year
of Mercy, we ask ourselves
what works of mercy we can
do, both spiritual and
corporal. The word ‘Mercy’
means reaching out to others
with compassion and a desire
to help. This is what we do as
rosary makers. Placing a
rosary in the hands of service
men and women is an act of
both corporal and spiritual
mercy.
Since I last wrote to
you, much has occurred: new
rosary-making groups have
started; some wonderful new
volunteers have joined our
ministry, and some have
passed on. And look for the
lovely notes from Air Force
Academy cadets. Inside, I will
share as much of the news
from around the country as I
have room for.
After a summer lull,
the Fall brings a resurgence in

2016

the number of orders from
military chaplains. Young
men and women – many just
out of high school – are
completing their basic
training and preparing to
travel to their first military
posting. The rosaries that
were stored up during the
summer months have all
been shipped out, and we are

As any good mother,
Mary, our Spiritual Mother,
wants to be with all her
children, especially those in
harm's way. As she said to
St. Juan Diego in her
apparition at Guadalupe,
“I ardently desire to show
and offer all my love, my
compassion, my help, and my
protection to the people.

busy making more rosaries!
In addition, our shipments to
the Veterans Affairs (VA)
hospitals and clinics continue.
We are blessed and
honored to be able to
participate in this mission to
bring Divine comfort to the
men and women serving in
harm’s way. Fingering the
beads and meditating on the
mysteries, we feel the
Mother of God is right with us

I am your merciful Mother,
the Mother of all Mankind …
Do not be troubled or
weighed down with grief. Are
you not under my
protection?“
We ask Mary for her
intercession knowing she will
pass on our requests to her
Son Jesus!
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NEWS FROM THE
NETWORK
Joan Kram, coordinator of
the RR group at St. Jude’s
Shrine (Baltimore), made more than
12,700 rosaries with fewer than 5
volunteers over a 10-year period!
Sadly, her health prevents her from
making rosaries any more.
But as Joan says, “I’m ready to work
with anyone who wants to make
/rosaries!” If you would like to
make rosaries with Joan, contact us
and we will arrange contact with
Joan.
Stacie Hahn, a former RR
maker at St. Mary’s
(Annapolis), has taken RR making
with her to Jackson, Wyoming, at
Our Lady of the Mountains Church!
She describes a recent road trip with
her 4-year old granddaughter:
“These long hours in the car were
spent joyfully making Ranger
Rosaries. These are my little one’s
hands helping me string the

16,600 since August 2009 (top 5 alltime parishes). Thanks to the
group’s careful work and Marilyn’s
dedication to perfection, her group
is the only satellite church approved
to cut and burn the rosaries. Said Al
Seligman, a St. Mary’s volunteer
who has personally made over
30,000 rosaries, “Marilyn’s rosaries
are perfect. I can’t make them any
better.”
Patrick and Nancy Bourke
(Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church, Tuxedo Park, NY) have
started a thriving RR group, which
personally hands out rosaries to the
graduating classes at the U.S.
Military Academy, West Point. They
have attended Baccalaureate
ceremonies for a few years now.
Once they make enough rosaries for
the graduating officers, they ship
their extra rosaries to St. Mary’s –
Annapolis.
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Kudos to Betty Guillot, RR
Coordinator at St. Luke’s
Church, (Slidell, LA)! She
was awarded the parish’s St’ Luke’s
medal in recognition of her

exceptional service and dedication
to her faith and church.
Julie Walton, RR
Coordinator at Church of
the Resurrection (Ellicott City, MD),
has designed a new color scheme to
honor military and veteran medical
practitioners.

Thank you’s from the Air
Force Academy:
These blue and white rosaries echo
the blue of Lourdes and are white
for the health care profession. We
are sending these special rosaries to
military and VA hospitals.

beads. My husband is retired Navy
working overseas as a civilian with
the military. We know and
remember the long separations and
hardships on family and military
members in service to our country.”
Marilyn Esposito, RR
Coordinator at St. Ignatius
Loyola (New York, NY), and her
group of volunteers have achieved
an extraordinary production of

St. Mary’s Star of the Sea
(Ocean City, MD) Rosary
Sodality is again making
rosaries as part of their Advent
preparation. The volunteers there
have made rosaries for two years,
and have decided to adopt this
spiritual project again. They make
about 100 – 150 rosaries each year,
and are thinking about doing it again
in Lent 2017.
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In Memoriam
Henry William Schab,
St. Mary’s-Annapolis
Hank Schab wa s a man
devoted to coun try,
family, church, and
community. He an d his
wife Mary Lee wer e
devoted to each other
and to Ranger Rosary.

Hank designed the
original RR logo, b uilding
on his expertise in
engineering and
numismatic (coin)
design. Hank’s life was
extraordinary and inter esting. Stationed i n
Hawaii during WWII as a
Navy pilot, Hank g ot in
all the surfing ti me he
could between rescue
missions and bo mb ing
sorties. An avid g olfer,
he belonged to the U.S.
Naval Academy Go lf Club
from 1945 to his d eath.
He played his last round
of golf at age 97 with his
three sons. Hank and
Mary Lee were na med
Oblates by the Redemp torists f or their ye ars of
dedication to St. Mary’s.

They conducted marriage
encounters for hu ndreds
of couples, served as
Eucharistic ministe rs and
hospital counselor s.
Dressed in colonial garb,
Hank hosted tours of
historic Annapolis for 25
years. Married 68 years
until Mary Lee’s d eath in
2015, Hank died la st year
one day short of hi s 99 t h
birthday.

Ranger Rosary Ministry
at Georgetown
Visitation Prep,
Washington, DC
What began as a way to earn
service hours ended up as
something much more. Sr. Mary
Roberta Viano put out a call for
rosary makers in the school
bulletin. Girls in all grade levels
responded and have made over
200 rosaries per year. Says one
student, “I understand why we
need to make the rosaries. I am
making them for the troops who

need something to hold on to; it
gives them a little bit of hope.”
Another student reflected,
“When I’m making the rosaries I
think about the men and women
who will have them, and I pray
that they will do well.”
Sr. Mary Roberta has also
brought Ranger Rosary to the
Visitation Mother House in
Alabama. Her motivation?
Certainly part of it is Salesian
spirituality. Says Sister in
amplification, “It’s like anything
that reminds you of love. You
want to do it for that reason.”

Did You Know?








$25 will buy enough
beads to make 100
rosaries
$50 will buy enough cord
to make 350 rosaries
$75 pays for one week’s
postage expense
$100 pays for 1,000 cards
teaching how to pray the
rosary
Ranger Rosary ships 1,000
or more rosaries per week
to the men and women in
the Armed Services and
VA facilities.
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Can you help Ranger Rosary?
Yes you can! You can help us with your prayers, your time and talent making rosaries, and
with your financial support. We are an all-volunteer IRS-approved 501(c)(3) charity; all our
support comes from individuals’ donations and faithful volunteers who make Ranger Rosaries.
Contact us to request a starter kit, become a prayer partner, or send a tax-deductible donation.

Ranger Rosary Inc.
P.O. Box 6581, Annapolis, MD 21401
rangerrosaryinc@verizon.net
410-990-4100, ext. 4714
Visit our web site: www.rangerrosary.org

Know a chaplain or military unit that needs rosaries? Contact
CHrosaryorder1@verizon.net
Join us in working and praying for an increase in devotion to Our Lady of the Rosary!

What Chaplains Are Saying . . . My dear Angels, Thank you so much for your wonderful
gift. Our young Marines cherish your rosaries and send their love. God Bless you,
Sincerely, Father John.
-- Chaplain, Camp Pendleton, CA

