
  

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Corner 
by Pat Evans 

Greetings and blessings to each of you! 

In this year’s newsletter, we again provide you 
with a little of this and that – news from around 
the Network, spotlights on a few volunteers, 
and, always, focus on Our Lady and the brave 
men and women who serve our country. 

We seem to face more and more crises and 
threats in the world.  Sadly, most of them are 
man-made, whether famine, war, terrorism, or 
political oppression.  These evils are surely the 
result of the absence of God in people’s lives 
and hearts.   

The centennial of Our Blessed Mother’s 
appearances at Fatima prompts me to reflect on 
the secrets Our Lady revealed to St. Lucia dos 
Santos.  The first secret was a vision of Hell, 
what those who turn from God will experience.  

 

 

 

The second ‘secret’ was a call to devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and to “cease 
offending God” to avoid a worse conflict than 
that experienced in WWI.  This is widely seen as 
a reference to the threat of another world war.   

The third concerns the oppression of the Church 
and slaying of clergy and religious.  All three 
secrets address evil in the world and the need 
for sinners to repent and return to God.   

On October 13, 1917, Our Lady appeared for the 
last time to the children at Fatima and said, 
“Continue the Rosary, my children. Say it every 
day that war may end.”  

As we mark the centennial of Mary’s 
appearances at Fatima, let us make renewed 
efforts to follow her dictates.  We must pray the 
rosary for the safety of our world.  We must pray 
the rosary for those serving in harm’s way.  We 
must pray the rosary for ourselves and each 
other.  We must work with Mary, for everything 
becomes easier and more certain with her help 
and intercession.  Her heart is a good Mother’s 
heart full of love and mercy.  Have recourse to 
her and you will find peace.   

Finally, please pray that we find more rosary 
makers.  We continue to have a pressing need 
for rosaries.  The large training bases ask for 
hundreds of rosaries every month!   God bless,  
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         NEWS FROM THE  
              NETWORK 

 

A new coordinator for  
St. Jude’s Shrine, 

Baltimore, MD! 

 George Hollenack has stepped 
up to succeed Joan Kram in 
leading the hardy band of 
volunteers who make rosaries.  
Although few in number, they are 
a dedicated bunch and manage 
to make a few hundred rosaries 
each month.  Keep up the good 
work! 

Patrick and Nancy 
Bourke (Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel Church, Tuxedo Park, NY) 
once again led a group of their 
rosary makers in attending the 
5/24/17 Baccalaureate Mass at 

the Most Holy Trinity Catholic 
Chapel at the U.S. Military 
Academy in West Point West 
Point.  Nancy writes , ”We were 
very well received by the 
Chaplain, the Pastor, the cadets,  

 

and their families.  The Chaplain 
was so impressed by us that, 
before the final hymn, he asked 
us stand and he introduced our 
group us and told [the Ranger 
Rosary] story.  (I was a little 
embarrassed because it wasn't 
about us - it was supposed to be 
about the soldiers.)”  Nancy 
shared a photo of one of the 936 
cadets (now 2nd Lieutenants) with 
his family and the Tuxedo Park 
volunteers. 

The St. Mary’s 
(Annapolis, MD) Rosary 

Ministry has begun including holy 
cards of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help.   

 

 The image is based on a 15th 
century Byzantine icon entrusted 
to the Redemptorists by Pope 
Pius IX in 1865.  We encourage 
the faithful to pray to Our Lady to 
ask for her assistance in 
obtaining special favors. 

Ann Marie Labin, RN, 
BSN, Coordinator, St. 

Joseph Church Cockeysville, MD,  

 

reports that the ministry, started 
in August 2007, has three home-
based rosary makers, with six 
volunteers who meet monthly to 
package the completed rosaries 
and prayer cards for shipment. 

The group has made and shipped 
over 18,000 rosaries since 
inception.  A Eucharistic Minister 
visiting the local hospitals always 
brings Ranger Rosaries to give to 
veterans staying there. 

In Memoriam:  We 

remember Virgil Benton, 
Jr., a long-time rosary maker with 
St. Mary’s Rosary Makers, 
Anacortes, WA.  A veteran 
himself, he died on Veterans’ Day 
2016.  Virgil was making Ranger 
Rosaries right up to the last week 
of his life.  He died at the age of 
86, surrounded by his family.  He 
left a wife Jennie, three children, 
and ten grandchildren.  In honor 
of his dedication to Our Lady, 
there was a Rosary Service prior 
to the Mass of Christian Burial.  

Julie Walton, Church of 
the Resurrection, Ellicott 

City, MD, reports that the group 
has made over 160,000 rosaries 
since June 2004.  Sadly, Dot Abel, 
one of the original volunteers, 
died in August, after making 
exactly 18,914 rosaries -- over 
10% of the parish’s entire 
production since 2004.  May Dot 
rest in peace alongside her 
beloved husband Buz, who 
helped her make most of those 
rosaries. 
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Did you ever 
wonder . . . 

 

When you get  a  starter  k i t  
with  the beads and the 
l i t t le bundle  of  cord,  have 
you ever thought about 
how that  cord –  mi les  of  
cord  every year  –  i s  cut  
rosar ies?   

When we started in 2003, 
the parachute cord  was cut  
by hand and both ends 
taped to  prevent 
unravel ing.   There were 
only  ever two or  three 
people  who taped the 
thousands of  ends ,  cutt ing 
l i t t le t rapezoid-shaped 
p ieces  of  masking tape to  
wrap the ends of  the  cord.   
So  much work!   

 

Nowadays ,  we cut  6 ro l ls  
of  cord  at  a t ime,  using a  
hot kn i fe to  seal  the ends.   
Our  cord cutter bui lt  a  
custom frame (p ictured 
above)  to  hold the reels  of  
cord .   He s imply pul l s  the 
s ix  cord  ends to a  pre -
measured point ,  and cuts  
i t  on  a s lant  to  make i t   

 

 
 
eas ier  to  thread  beads  and 
the cruci f ix .   The cords are 
later  t ied  in  bundles of  5  
with  rubber  bands.   No 
more taped ends!   

 
 

Why We Make 
Rosaries 

The fo l lowing was writ ten 
by a  combat veteran  who 
a lso  makes Ranger 
Rosar ies :  

“When you are  in  the 
service,  you spend 80 
percent  of  your  t ime 
wait ing for  something to  
happen, and the rest  of  
the t ime being scared to  
death.   You wonder  i f  
you’ l l  walk back or be 
carr ied  back.   There is  
noth ing more comfort ing 
at  th is  t ime than a  rosar y.  

The chapla ins  say that  men 
f rom every fa i th  ask for 
[ the rosar ies] .   We had a 
Jewish  Marine in  our  
company who wouldn’t  fa l l  
out  without h is  [ rosary] .   
He sa id  that  i f  i t  worked so  
good for  the Cathol ics ,  
maybe it  would  help h im,   
too.   (He made i t  back  
home.)”  
 

   

 
 
 

Spotlight on a 
Volunteer –  A 

Member of “The 

Greatest Generation” 

     Florence “Fay” McCollum, a 
rosary maker at St. Mary’s, 
Annapolis, MD, was 
conscripted by the British 
Army in 1941 and started work 
in the Services of Supply.  Her 
duties were to support the US 
Army HQ in London.  She went 
with the HQ move to Paris 
following D Day in 1944.  There 
she stayed until May 1945 and 
V-E Day. 
     Fay met her future husband 
Granville one day while 
walking to dinner with a 
girlfriend.  They married and 
lived a happy life together for 
68 years.  
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Make GRACE your favorite 
word.  It is a state of being, it 
is something you can obtain.  
Perfection is impossible for 
us, but GRACE is attainable – 
through PRAYER. 
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Can you help Ranger Rosary? 

Yes, you can!  You can help us with your prayers, your time and talent making rosaries, and 

with your financial support.  We are an all-volunteer IRS-approved 501(c)(3) charity; all our 

support comes from individuals’ donations and faithful volunteers who make Ranger Rosaries.  

Contact us to request a starter kit, become a prayer partner, or send a tax-deductible donation. 

Ranger Rosary Inc. 
P.O. Box 6581, Annapolis, MD  21401 

rangerrosaryinc@verizon.net 
410-990-4100, ext. 4714 

Visit our web site:  www.rangerrosary.org 
 

Know a chaplain, military unit, or VA facility that wants rosaries?  Contact 
CHrosaryorder1@verizon.net 

Join us in working and praying for an increase in devotion to Our Lady of the Rosary! 

 
 

What Veterans are Saying  . . .  Dear Ranger Rosary Folks, I am sending $5.00 to help pay 
for the rosaries.  I received a Ranger Rosary during my tour in Iraq in 2003-2004 and am 
grateful.  Thank you and keep up the good work 

-- SSgt (ret.), Dubuque, Iowa 
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